in its effects on society, evil was reduced for him to
the iniquity of the few. And since these few held the
highest places it seemed necessarily to follow that,
with all their power, they must also have the means
of doing good; so that the persistence of evil was
irrefutable proof of their unworthiness, since they had
the means of destroying it in their own hands. Deluded
by this syllogism Michel was now incapable of sympa-
thizing with poverty or with misery of any kind
without at the same time denouncing riches and
contrasting the virtues of the poor, the employed,
who were all virtue, with the probable vice and certain
idleness of the wealthy, the employers. And in the
adroitness with which the men he followed instilled
reason and good sense into the masses, who still
clung to the old Catholic dogmas, while leaving their
goodness untouched, he saw only further proof of their
intelligence and, in the habitual words of the paper
itself, their desire for justice and truth.
One afternoon, wandering at random through the
streets, he turned into the place du Palais-Royal and
was surprised by the extraordinary number of news-
paper sellers running shouting through the traffic
and the crowds with bundles of still unfolded papers.
It was a special edition of VAware. Here and there
people stopped to buy and stood reading. The whole
square rang with cries echoed more faintly from the
rue Saint-Honore; and their straggling echoes set up a
sort of clamour which rose above the rumble of the
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